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with hard labour, and was in prison till autumn
1921.
A Treaty between Great Britain and Ireland was
signed by delegates in London, 6th December 1921.
The treaty was approved [by 64 votes to 57] by the
Dail in January 1922, as an alternative to the
* immediate and terrible war' threat.
The unhappy split in the Republican ranks was in-
tensified by this vote. Mr. de Valera, who had been
President of the Republic since 1919, resigned. The
General Election of May 1922 was an agreed Election,
that is to say, a Panel was agreed on between the two
parties for which all were to vote. It was understood
that the Treaty was not to be an issue at this Election,
which aimed at the appointment of a Government to
carry on the nation's business and the averting of
civil war. The agreement was not carried out by
the Pro-Treaty Party. The Republicans lost seats,
among which was Constance's seat. She took her
stand with Mr. de Valera.
Ever since Easter Week the strain and hardships of
Constance's life had been terrible. She had no fixed
home, and for most of the time was either ' on the
run,' or in prison. Mrs. Skeffington wrote of it:
'After 1916 her home at Surrey House, Dublin,
was raided and wrecked by British Military : pictures,
lace and valuables were looted. The crowd came
later and finished the business, until a friend inter-
vened and had the place padlocked. Many of
Madame's possessions found their way as souvenirs
into soldiers" and officers' kits and were given to their
friends. A hand-press was found there too and
smashed up. A manuscript of an article which
Madame was writing (or reading for some friend) on
Catherine de' Medici caused anxious query among the
soldiers. " Who was this woman ? A Sinn Feiner ?"